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Marking online submissions of PDF files








Thanks to this UploadPDF module by Davo Smith, and this post  by Joseph Thibault, I've now enabled my Moodle site to receive online  submissions of PDF files, AND direct annotation on those submissions.



To get the assignment module to work, Ghostscript (GS) has to be  installed on your server. If your Moodle server doesn't have GS  installed, then you might want to request your Web hosting company to do  it for you. Or you might want to DIY it.  I use a Centos Virtual  Private Server to host my Moodle site. At this time of posting, the latest version of GS is 9.02. These 2 links helped me to install GS on my VPS:

http://linuxadminzone.com/install-html2pspdf-library-to-create-pdf-files-using-php/

and

http://mirror.cs.wisc.edu/pub/mirrors/ghost/GPL/current/

So NOW, I can get my students to save their homework or assignments  in PDF format (Ms Word 2010 allows one to save in PDF format), and to  submit their work in PDF format. Here's how it worked out for me. I  created a dummy PDF file and logged in as a student account and uploaded  it as a dummy test file.



Next, I logged in as my usual account and proceeded to annotate the PDF file submission.

After all, I didn't want Shakespeare to roll in his grave as a result of the "howlers" in the submission.

Here's what I did to the original PDF file while online on my Moodle site:



After I have finished annotating the PDF file, the (hypothetical)  student is able to access/download the annotated PDF submission while  logged in in his or her account. Now is that a great feedback mechanism  or what? The best thing is the annotation tools of this module now allow  me to give feedback to my students, RIGHT INSIDE THE PDF file itself!  AWESOME. Simple AWESOME.



Note: this post was originally posted on http://moodle.org on 19th April 2011. 
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MOOWhy Moodurian?


Hacking Moodle code (PHP) is like tackling a durian.


You have to prise it open with care minding the spiky thorns. Once past this stage, you can enjoy the creamy fruit that lies within. So it is with these hacks. Navigate carefully past the perilious code hacks/mashups and you will enjoy the power of Moodle to enhance your classroom!


Disclaimer: If you want to use these hacks on your own production site, you do so at your own risk. If you need any help with any of the hacks on my blog, feel free to email me at boonsengkam@gmail.com. I'd love to hear from you. Cheers.
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Making the "Web's best php shoutbox" even better for your Moodle site

  I n my last post , if you were observant enough, you would have noticed an interesting-looking block on the lower right-hand corner of my ...






	







View PDF files in a ShadowBox pop-up window in the Essential Theme on your Moodle 3.0 site (works on all other themes as well!)

   Source: Jens Peter Olesen,  Pixabay, CC0 Public Domain   Design . It's all about design. Today's post is  a sequel to my earlier ...






	







Wood theme revisited with Julian Ridden's Wood theme for Moodle 2.x

   Oak Tree in Ontario August 2011  Source: commons.wikimedia.org    "A Bootstrap based theme for Moodle 2 recreating the classic 1.9 W...






	







Chess Engines that play positional moves and speculative sacrifices like Mikhail Tal and Rashid Nezhmetdinov

       Mikhail Tal. the famed 'Magician of Riga'. Soviet-Latvian chess Grandmaster and the eighth World Chess Champion (from 1960 to...






	







The best way to create Moodle quiz questions for Microsoft users. Period.

  W hat do you use to create Moodle quiz questions? Moodle's built in quiz engine? If you're an expert user, you may be using Notepa...






	







HOW I USED PCem TO CREATE A VIRTUAL 486 PC. Now I can enjoy playing Tornado on it!

    Tags: virtualisation, PC emulation, reviving them olde dead games, PCem, DOSBox, Tornado flight sim, high fidelity sound, pure Voodoo gr...






	







How I speeded up my Moodle site (two essential tips)

   P reface  If you are a Moodle 2.x user (Moodle 2.4.1 is the latest as of now - January 2013) looking to speed up your Moodle production s...






	







Edwiser Single Sign On (SSO) extension to access Moodle and WordPress

     Two Doors by  Stefan W.  Licensing: Creative Commons,  Attribution 2.0 Generic (CC BY 2.0)  http://goo.gl/sVgWXa   T his is the second ...






	







How to add the username as an extra column in the "Browse list of users" table in Moodle

   Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/NavigationPopups_Usernames-10.png    B y default, Moodle does not display the ...






	







Where's Wally? Add a Facebook-like wall to your Moodle 1.9 coursepage!

 My latest project.   A Facebook-like wall on your Moodle front coursepage. Here's what it looks like on my Moodle 1.9.15 production sit...
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